[image: ]


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
For more information contact:
Maria Woldt, communications
(608) 577-4345
execdir@wiscustomoperators.org

Steve Burclaw receives Wisconsin Custom Operators’ Employee of the Year Award

[bookmark: _GoBack]DEFOREST, Wis. (Feb. 20, 2017) – The Wisconsin Custom Operators (WCO) honored an Amherst man for his hard work and dedication during a time of extreme grief and transition.
WCO’s first ever Employee of the Year award was given to Steve Burclaw, an employee of Biadasz Farms, on Jan. 25 during the organization’s annual meeting at the Forage Symposium at the Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin Dells, Wis.
Burclaw has worked for Biadasz Farms since 2014 where he helps care for the family’s 900 starter-to-finish steer operation and assists with the custom farming business. On the morning of August 15, tragedy struck when co-owner Mike Biadasz was overcome by toxic gases while agitating a manure pit on the farm. Noticing that Mike’s truck and tractor were running, but he was nowhere to be found, Burclaw discovered his best friend and boss unresponsive.
In the wake of tragedy, work at Biadasz Farms continued – as all farm work does. The day after Mike’s death, a custom harvesting client had approximately 300 acres of hay cut for chopping. The weather forecast was predicted to be unfavorable in the coming days, so Burclaw did what all good farmers do and organized a chopping and hauling crew. 
“Mike was the only person who operated the New Holland FR650 self‐propelled chopper. Steve took the initiative to recruit two friends to train him that day with no prior knowledge of operating the machine,” said Mike’s mother Diane. “Within two or three hours, Steve had mastered operating the chopper, but it was a very emotional day without Mike there by his side.”
WCO created this new award to honor an exemplary employee who demonstrates excellence in the areas of safety, efficiency, customer service, environmental stewardship and profitability of a custom farming or custom harvest operation. 
“Custom farmers and their employees are highly skilled. They operate advanced equipment, maintain certifications and licensures and are front and center with clients,” said Kathy Vander Kinter, WCO past-president, who presented the award. “Steve is honest, courteous and faithful to the obligations to both customers and the crew. Despite tragedy, Steve continued the harvest in a safe and professional manner.”
Burclaw led the crew from fourth crop hay to corn silage then on to snaplage and combining with very few breakdowns and a constant commitment to communication with clients and the crew. He paid close attention to conditions, rules of the road and organized a first and second shift to avoid driver fatigue within the crew.
“Steve was the saving grace of Biadasz Farms,” said Diane. “Mike would be truly proud of Steve keeping his legacy going.”
A special thank you to New Holland Agriculture and Gruette’s Agriculture for sponsoring the award.
WCO is an organization comprised of individuals throughout the state who derive their income in whole or part from providing custom farming services. To learn more about the Wisconsin Custom Operators, Inc. including membership and event registration, go to wiscustomoperators.org or email info@wiscustomoperators.org 
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